
Jinnah: A Life
AUTHOR Yasser Latif Hamdani

‘No biography of Mahomed Ali Jinnah – Pakistan’s Quaid-e-Azam – has
been true to the man who described himself as “plain Mr Jinnah”. Yasser
Latif Hamdani’s book fills that void. The author puts together an account
of Jinnah’s life with affection, without neglecting key facts and by
including commonly repeated distortions. Jinnah’s greatness shines
through [in this book] while maintaining the humanity of his character’

Husain Haqqani, Former Pakistan Ambassador to the US, author of
Reimagining Pakistan

‘At last a biography of Jinnah that does not separate his personal life from
the political’

Sheela Reddy, author of Mr and Mrs Jinnah: The Marriage that Shook India

Was Jinnah the sole driving force behind the Partition of India? Or was he
a champion of Islam who stood for a new Islamic renaissance?

Mahomed Ali Jinnah started his political career in the Congress as a staunch
Indian nationalist. He believed in secular politics and was opposed to bringing
religion into it. He was known as an ambassador of Hindu–Muslim unity. So why
did he, towards the end of his career, initiate the creation of a separate Muslim-
state?

This new biography provides the answers while casting fresh light on Jinnah's
character, his personal life, his political and legal careers, his relationship with
Gandhi, Nehru as well as his disagreements with their ideas. Carefully
examining the major events of his life – from early childhood to his first speech
as President of the All India Muslim League – Yasser Latif Hamdani presents a
complex and compelling portrait of Jinnah who is often narrowly regarded as a
votary of a theocratic Islamic state.

Based on extensive research and a wealth of archival material, Hamdani has
revealed those traits of Jinnah’s personality that made him the most
misunderstood leader of his times. He also comments on how religious zealots
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have turned Pakistan into an Islamic Republic contrary to Jinnah's vision.

AUTHOR DETAILS

Yasser Latif Hamdani is a well-known human rights barrister and writer based
in Pakistan. His most notable and successful legal case was getting YouTube
unbanned in Pakistan. He is the author of Jinnah: Myth and Reality (2012) and
Between Worlds, A Pakistani’s Quest to Forge Meaning (2016). He is a member of
the Honourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn in London. Jinnah: A Life is his third
book.
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Once There Was Me:
The Extraordinary
Life of an Unknown
Indian
AUTHOR Bobby Sachdeva

'Deeply emotional, and scathing in its treatment of organized religion.
Powerful!’ – AMANDEEP SANDHU, author of Roll of Honour

'A narrative that is deeply personal but one that the world must read -
especially today when differences can be deadly’ –PARO ANAND, author of
No Guns at My Son’s Funeral

'One man's attempt to break free from the stranglehold of the past in
order to usher in a brave new India.'–VIKRAM KAPUR, author of The
Assassinations: A Novel of 1984

‘A deeply personal account on a sprawling canvas of history in which
desires and conflicts intersect with borders and pogroms.' –ANIRUDH
KALA, author of The Unsafe Asylum: Stories of Partition & Madness

Caught in the web of communal violence repeatedly, Bobby Sachdeva stares at
his burning house set afire by the bloodthirsty mob of the anti-Sikh riots in
Delhi. As a fourteen-year-old, his world turns upside down, exactly at the age
his father had escaped from Pakistan during the Partition of India. Recovering
from the trauma, Bobby re-builds his business and journeys across the US and
China, experiencing a life unhindered by religious animosity. Having
experienced both sides of religion – of immersion and detachment – he starts
questioning the role of religion in our lives. Based on his vision of an emergent
India, Bobby finally submits a PIL in the Supreme Court for religious shrines to
distribute their excess income for the downtrodden. What happens next as
religious hardliners turn against him?

PRAISE FOR Stories of Us BY BOBBY SACHDEVA

‘Bobby Sachdeva has the rare talent to think of original stories. The stories
move you, often question prevalent beliefs and expose shams of our society.
There is a visual quality in the storytelling that makes the stories accessible’–
BOBBY BEDI, film producer and director, Kaleidoscope Entertainment Ltd

‘These stories of inhuman bondage, be it of blind faith, lust or exploitation, will
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hopefully shock the reader out of complacency to seek answers to the
questions’ – NIRUPAMA DUTT, poet, journalist and translator

‘His short stories will give you more than enough fodder for understanding life.
What better way to succinctly capture the lengths of moments in words’ –
KRISHIKA LULLA, film producer, Eros International

‘These thought-provoking stories … make us question many undesirable
aspects of everyday life which we mindlessly subscribe to. A very readable,
interesting book’ – MITRA PHUKAN, author, translator and columnist

AUTHOR DETAILS

Bobby Sachdeva is a storyteller by choice and a businessman by profession. He
writes stories to highlight the problems with norms and standards in our
changing society and believes that these perceptions can change. In all his
writings, Bobby Sachdeva engages with the problems in the lives of common
people and the ways to resolve these. In the last two years, he has written more
than a dozen feature films, web series, and tele-serials and his popular book of
short stories titled Stories of Us. Apart from writing, Sachdeva has produced
three short films in Hindi and three feature films in Punjabi and started a fully
equipped studio, Ajab Productions, in his hometown Amritsar where he lives
with his family. His first story ‘Pehchaan’ – for which he 
decided to forego a contract and produce it himself as a feature film – is set to
go on the floor later in 2020.

Once There Was Me: The Extraordinary Life of an Unknown Indian

To place your order please contact Vijay Sharma on
v.sharma@macmillan.co.in



The Machine is
Learning
AUTHOR Tanuj Solanki

From the Winner of Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2019

‘Drawing on the years he has spent in the strange world of insurance,
Tanuj Solanki writes one of those rare novels which deals with the world of
work, where his protagonist circles India, terminating unwanted
employees and flushing his cufflinks down the toilet in an airport loo. A
keenly observed and nuanced portrait of the working life, this novel tells
you what it must be like to be part of the Tinder generation’ JERRY PINTO,
author of Em and the Big Hoom and Murder in Mahim

Saransh works at a life insurance company, as part of the Special Projects
Group (SPG). Their current project is top-secret: the development of an Artificial
Intelligence system that will leave 552 branch-level employees redundant
overnight. Because of site-specific customizations, however, the system needs
to collect information from the company’s various branches. Thus begins a
cycle in which Saransh travels across the country, interviewing the very people
that his machine will replace soon. Meanwhile, his conscientious ex-journalist
girlfriend Jyoti repeatedly questions Saransh’s complicity in the impending
destruction of hundreds of lives.

The Machine is Learning is a novel about twenty-first-century workplaces, love
and the impact of technology in all of our lives. It interrogates a world order
that accommodates guilt but offers no truly ethical course correction.

AUTHOR DETAILS

Tanuj Solanki's first novel, Neon Noon, was shortlisted for the Tata Literature
Live! First Book Award. In 2019, he was awarded the Sahitya Akademi Yuva
Puraskar for his second book, Diwali in Muzaffarnagar. Solanki's short fiction
has been published in the Caravan, Hindu Business Line, DNA, Out of Print, and
several other publications. He lives in Gurugram with his wife.
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