
Kratu: A Novel
AUTHOR Samarpan

Cursed with eternal memory for transgressing the thin line between orthodoxy
and liberty, Kratu, a young man from the ancient era, moves through time and
worldly spheres, exploring both the illusions and the wisdom permeating the
universe. Burdened by deathless memory, he pines for freedom while
traversing successive worlds and epochs, deeply empathizing with the
characters, bound in various shades of shackles that populate these sojourns.
By the time he is born in a city in the present time, Kratu has dedicated himself
to sprinkling joy and freedom from entrapment to people and personalities of
all hues. As the story weaves together the successive births of Kratu, tales of
wisdom, told masterfully through the medium of divinities and great seers, get
knit into a unified whole of past, present and future, bringing alive the
consciousness of a millennia of Indian tradition. Kratu, as an engaging novel,
not only narrates a multitude of absorbing tales but goes beyond – indeed, as
Kratu, the pan-temporal traveller, embeds our psyche with priceless wisdom
deeply imbued in the numerous streams coursing through the consciousness
of India and its people.

AUTHOR DETAILS

Samarpan is a Hindu monk, teacher, and writer of several books, articles,
memoirs, among other publications. His articles, under his monastic name,
have appeared in various journals. His talks on scriptures are available online.
Presently, he teaches ancient and modern scriptures at the deemed university
of the organization to which he belongs.
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The Rise and Fall of
the Black Hole
Paradigm
AUTHOR Abhas Mitra

'I concluded – black holes don’t exist' Richard A. Muller, Emeritus Professor of
Physics, University of California at Berkeley

‘I continue to be impressed by how much [Dr Mitra has] learned and how much
work [he has] done. I admire [his] courageous stand in seeking the truth’ Fred
Cooperstock, former Professor, University of Victoria

‘Dr Mitra has shown with calculations that black holes are not what
cosmologists and physicists think them to be’ K.D. Krori, Cosmologist and
former Professor, Cotton University

‘[This book] is a critical discourse on all aspects of black holes, delivered with
the highest standards of scientific critique’ N. D. Haridass, former Professor,
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Fellow of the National Academy of
Sciences

‘I hope that this book will provide a good framework to a wider class of readers
motivating further studies on the subject’ Daya Shankar Kulashrestha, former
Head, Department of Physics and Astrophysics, University of Delhi

‘This book is a revolution in itself. The author has fantastically written the
"truth" in an articulate manner…The reader just keeps on flipping the pages in
an excitement to know more’ Rishabh Naakra, Founder of the astrophysics
blog ‘The Secrets of the Universe’

Black holes have turned out to be the cornerstone of both physics and popular
belief. But what if we were to realize that exact black holes cannot exist, even
though their existence is apparently suggested by exact general relativistic
solutions, and Roger Penrose won the 2020 Nobel Prize in Physics ‘for the
discovery that black hole formation is a robust prediction of the general theory
of relativity’? While it might seem far-fetched to claim so, it will be worth
remembering that the finest theoretical physicists like Albert Einstein and Paul
Dirac did not believe in black holes, and Stephen Hawking finally thought that
there are no exact black holes.
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While the black hole paradigm has become commonplace in popular
consciousness, in the last decade, noise has consistently grown about the many
physical effects which can inhibit the formation of exact mathematical black
holes. In The Rise and Fall of the Black Hole Paradigm, Abhas Mitra shows us how,
much before these developments, he had proven why the so-called black holes
must only be black hole pretenders. He identified these black hole candidates
to be Magnetospheric Eternally Collapsing Objects (MECOs), and along with
Darryl J. Leiter and Stanley L. Robertson, generalized them. Recent evidence for
the existence of strong magnetic fields around so-called black holes may
provide confirmations of his claim.

AUTHOR DETAILS

ABHAS MITRA is a member of the International Astronomical Union, and a
former full member of the American Astronomical Society. He headed the
Theoretical Astrophysics Section of the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre,
Mumbai from 2005 to 2015. In 1989, he won the First Prize at the Young
Physicists Colloquium organized by the Indian Physical Society. He has
authored, mostly single-handedly, more than 100 research papers and articles
on a wide array of topics ranging from High Energy Astrophysics to General
Relativity to Cosmology. He has delivered nine TEDx talks and has been invited
as chief guest or speaker to many Techno Management festivals of several
Indian Institutes of Technology, National Institutes of Technology and Birla
Institutes of Technology.

Times of India (Kolkata) described him as one of the ‘Trailblazers’ in its year-end
annual survey in 2015 and that same year the lifestyle magazine The Label
declared him the sixth among the most-talked-about Indian men.
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The Tale of the
Horse: A History of
India on Horseback
AUTHOR Yashaswini Chandra

'With this debut, Yashaswini Chandra gallops straight into the premier division
of Indian historians’ William Dalrymple

‘A remarkable tour de force ... meticulously researched and lucidly written’
Richard M. Eaton

‘Highly original, elegant and witty ... combining flawless scholarship in political,
social and art histories with the author’s intimate knowledge of horses’ Partha
Mitter

The horse is etched on the Indian landscape, and to view the subcontinent’s
past through the prism of the horse is to be swept up in its power and grace.
Horses are a thread that connects Indian history, mythology, art, literature,
folklore and popular belief.

In this inspired and singularly erudite debut, Yashaswini Chandra takes us on
the trail of the horse into and within India. What follows is a surprising and
exhilarating journey, covering caravan-trade routes originating in Central Asia
and Tibet, sea routes from the Middle East, and the dominions of different
sultans and Mughal emperors, the south Indian kingdoms as well as the Rajput
horse-warrior states. She outlines the political symbolism of the horse, its vital
function in social life, religion, sport and war, its role in shaping economies and
forging crucial human bonds. We learn of the emergence of local breeds – such
as the Kathiawari and the Marwari, the Zanskari and the Manipuri – extensive
horse breeding burgeoning to meet an ever-growing demand for horses. We
encounter fabulous horsewomen too, Chand Bibi, Maratha princesses and
women polo players among them. We meet grooms, farriers, breeders, traders
and bandits. The highlight of course are the magnificent examples of the horse
itself, such as Rana Pratap’s legendary Chetak, Ranjit Singh’s much-contested
Laili, Pabuji’s cherished black mare and those horses captured in paintings and
equestrian portraits. This glorious age of the horse would meet its agonized
decline with the onset of colonial rule and mechanization.

In the end, what is most remarkable is that the population of horses in India
was a mixed one. The history of the horse in India, mirroring that of its human
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inhabitants, is a tale of migration and permanent intermingling. The horse is
thus an exceptional and fitting vantage from which to appreciate the history of
the land, influenced as it was by this most instrumental of animals.

AUTHOR DETAILS

Yashaswini Chandra has a PhD in History of Art from SOAS University of
London, where she was also a teaching fellow. She has been guest/visiting
faculty at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, and Ashoka University,
Sonipat. She worked for Sahapedia, an open online resource on the arts,
cultures and histories of India, for many years, managing the multi-volume
documentation of the Rashtrapati Bhavan and an institutional collaboration
with Rupayan Sansthan, Jodhpur. She previously co-edited Right of the Line: The
President’s Bodyguard on the household cavalry of the head of state. Yashaswini
is an avid horsewoman; her horse is called Sue.
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