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East Pakistan. March 1971. Imtiaz Khan arrives at his uncle’s house in Dhaka for what he thinks will be a quick visit, 

only to be held back when the Pakistan Army makes a surprise attack on the University, murdering students and 

professors in cold blood. As the smell of sulphur and gunpowder become a part of their lives, young pro-

independence fighters – the Mukti Bahini – find a haven in the home of Imtiaz’s uncle and aunt, Kamruzzaman 

and Aisha Chowdhury, and they are swept up in the tide of freedom that drives them all.  

 

On the other side, Fazal Shaukat – a young captain in the Pakistan Army with a family name to live up to – finds 

that the war he has signed up for isn’t going away anytime soon. There are things bigger than him or his family at 

stake, even as Pakistan finds itself torn asunder, Jinnah’s dream turning into a nightmare.  

 

Set against the backdrop of a monumental historical event, In the Time of the Others is about what it means to live 

during violent times. Fierce, searingly honest and revealing, this powerful debut explores how lives intersect 

during a time of war and upheaval, and how violence changes all that is human. 

 

 

Author Bio 

Nadeem Zaman was born in Dhaka, Bangladesh and grew up there and in Chicago. He studied at the University of 

Illinois at Chicago and the University of Louisville. His fiction has appeared in journals in the United States, 

Bangladesh, India, and Hong Kong. This is his first novel.  

 
 
 
‘You don’t move me with this talk,’ said Judge Mubarak . . . ‘I commend your spirit, but this sort of blind devotion 
makes you no different than the people you want to fight. My country, your country, my land, your land, what will 
you do when you have this freedom? Have you thought about it? What plans do you have to keep working for the 
country you want to free? Are you going to keep blowing up places and making people fearful, putting your own 
lives in danger? Who will belong here and who will not? Do you think of things like that?’ 
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What does LIC stand for? Is it a security provider or a common man’s savings mobilizer? A mere money 

lender or a nation builder? Is it like any other PSU — an employment generator — or has it grown into 

the way of life of almost every Indian? LIC is all of these rolled into one! 

From being called the ‘Jewel in the Crown’ of India to being synonymous with the insurance industry, the 

Life Insurance Corporation, has made a place in every household of India. In more than 60 years LIC has 

not only gained the trust of the public but in its many ways, LIC is ahead of several global leaders in the 

insurance industry. 

The book, The LIC Story: Making of India’s Best-known Brand, is an account of this extra ordinary 

organization through the eyes of Kamalji Sahay who joined LIC as a young professional in 1977 and saw it 

sail through choppy waters for three decades when he served as their Executive Director. This book 

covers the details of the most significant events, people and operational dynamics which the author 

experienced across the remotest offices or even at the headquarters of LIC. 

Full of interesting anecdotes, the ten chapters of the book are a fascinating ride into this mighty 

organization from an insider’s perspective. 

Author Bio 

Kamalji Sahay is a renowned business leader in the life insurance industry. He has been the founder 

Managing Director and CEO of Star Union Dai-ichi Life Insurance, a Joint Venture of Bank of India, Union 

Bank of India and Dai-ichi Life of Japan. He is also an author, a prolific speaker and a leading columnist 

with The Financial Express. His views are published monthly in the column ‘Embedded Value’, The 

Financial Express.   
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Praise for the Book 

 

‘Kamalji Sahay has eloquently brought out how by simply winning trust of the people, the LIC has retained its 

dominant presence in India for decades’ 

H. K. DUA, Former Editor of The Tribune, The Indian Express, The Hindustan Times, Ambassador and Member of 

Parliament 

 

‘Given the controversy over LIC investing in PSU stocks to bail out the disinvestment programme, and now even 

buying IDBI Bank, a book that addresses these is timely’ 

SUNIL JAIN, Managing Editor, The Financial Express 

 

‘This book is a must-read for anyone managing a public-sector enterprise. Sahay takes his readers through an 

inspiring journey of LIC prior to as well as during post-liberalization with his highly insightful anecdotes . . . Read this 

book—and apply these insights to your own managerial experiences’ 

D. K. MEHROTRA, former Chairman, LIC of India 

 

‘Kamalji Sahay narrates in conversational style the story of LIC, along with his personal journey of starting as an entry 

level officer to rising to the top management position of Executive Director. This book will be an interesting read for 

the people who wish to know about the genesis and growth of financial services in India’ 

JAYADEV M, Professor, Indian Institute of Management-Bangalore 
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 In seven grim, macabre and sometimes darkly comic tales, Madavane traces France’s forgotten colonial presence, 
playfully reinterprets Hindu myths and recounts the many ways to die in postcolonial India. Recalling the pitiless 

world of Maupassant and animated by ghosts, gods and holy men, these haunting stories offer a fresh perspective 
on India’s past and present, its many ironies and idiosyncrasies.  

 

Mourir à Bénarès was first published in French in 2004 and received critical acclaim for its depiction of complex 

postcolonial identities. Now available in English for the first time, To Die in Benares brings to the fore characters 

and subjects oft ignored or disregarded by mainstream English literature.  
 

Born in Pondicherry, K. Madavane went to school at the Lycée Français de Pondichéry. He received his PhD from 

the Jawaharlal Nehru University, where he explored the theme of death in the Theatre of the Absurd. He taught in 

JNU for years before retiring in 2011. Madavane’s plays include The Mahabharata of Women, The Veritree or the 

Falsity of the Gods, A Monologue for a Woman on Stage, and 1947: The Man from Lahore, which was shortlisted 

for The Hindu Playwright Award in 2017. To Die in Benares was first published in French as Mourir à Bénarès in 

2004 and is one of his most acclaimed works. Madavane currently lives in Delhi with his wife. 
 

Blake Smith is a historian of Indo-French relations. He currently works as a postdoctoral researcher at the 

European University Institute. In addition to his scholarly publications, he also writes regularly for popular media 

in North America and India 
 

‘Under its multiple names – Benares, Varanasi, Kashi – this town whose many faces Madavane captures, continues 

to burn and to be reborn, to shine and to annihilate … Do not be deceived: sometimes, in Kashi, it is the dead who 

incinerate the living’ ANANDA DEVI  
 

USP: 

• Nine darkly comic tales 

• Traces France's forgotten colonial presence in India 

• Playfully reinterprets Hindu myths and recounts the many ways to die in this postcolonial country 

• Animated by ghosts, gods and holy men 

• Some of the stories being published by Granta 

 


