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n o n - f i c t i o n

The Deoliwallahs

The True Story of the 1962
Chinese-Indian Internment

JOY MA AND
DILIP D’SOUZA

Shortlisted for Tata Literature Live! Book of
the Year Award - Non-fiction 2020

‘Humanly compelling, beautifully told ... brings to light
a forgotten chapter of Indian history, one we need to
remember in these troubled times’
PRATAP BHANU MEHTA
‘Deeply sensitive account of the [Deoli] internment
and its aftermath ... a timely book’
JONATHAN GIL HARRIS

The untold account of the internment of 3,000
Chinese-Indians after the 1962 Sino-Indian War.
Just after the Sino-Indian War of 1962, about
3,000 Chinese-Indians were sent to languish
in a disused World War II POW camp in Deoli,
Rajasthan, marking the beginning of a painful fiveyear-long internment without resolution. At a time
of war with China, these ‘Chinese-looking’ people
had fallen prey to government suspicion and paranoia
which soon seeped into the public consciousness.
This is a page of Indian history that comes wrapped
in prejudice and fear, and is today largely forgotten.
But over five decades on, survivors of the internment
are finally starting to tell their stories.
The Deoliwallahs records these untold stories through extensive interviews with
seven survivors of the Deoli internment, recovering a crucial chapter in our history,
also documenting for the first time how the Chinese came to be in India, how they
made this country their home and became a significant community, until the war of
1962 brought on a terrible incarceration, displacement and tragedy.
Joy Ma grew up and was educated in India and the US.
Joy lives in the San Francisco Bay Area. She was one
of a handful of children born in the Deoli internment
camp in Rajasthan.
Dilip D’Souza was educated in Pilani, Providence,
Delhi, Austin and places in between. Once a computer
scientist, he now writes about political and social
issues, sports and mathematics. He has written seven
books. Dilip lives in Bombay.
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Genre

True Accounts; 		
Biographies; History

Imprint

Macmillan

ISBN

978-93-89109-38-2

Format

Demy HB

Page

248

Price

650

Rights

World

f i c t i o n

Amnesty
ARAVIND
ADIGA

Shortlisted for Tata Literature Live! Book of
the Year Award - Fiction 2020
‘A mesmerising, breakneck quest of a novel’
ANDREW MCMILLAN
‘The most exciting novelist writing in English today’
A. N. WILSON

Danny – Dhananjaya Rajaratnam – is an
undocumented immigrant in Sydney, denied
refugee status after he has fled from his native
Sri Lanka. Working as a cleaner, living out of a
grocery storeroom, for three years he’s been trying
to create a new identity for himself. And now, with
his beloved vegan girlfriend, Sonja, with his hidden
accent and highlights in his hair, he is as close as
he has ever come to living a normal Australian life.
But then one morning, Danny learns a female
client of his has been murdered. When Danny
recognizes a jacket left at the murder scene, he
believes it belongs to another of his clients a doctor
with whom he knows the woman was having an affair.
Suddenly Danny is confronted with a choice: come forward with his knowledge about
the crime and risk being deported, or say nothing and let justice go undone? Over the
course of a single day, evaluating the weight of his past, his dreams for the future and
the unpredictable, often absurd, reality of living invisibly and undocumented, he must
wrestle with his conscience and decide if a person without rights still has responsibilities.
Propulsive, insightful and full of Aravind Adiga’s signature wit and magic, Amnesty is
both a timeless moral struggle and a universal story with particular urgency today.

Aravind Adiga was born in 1974 in Madras (now
Chennai) and grew up in Mangalore in the south of
India. He was educated at Columbia University in New
York and Magdalen College, Oxford. His articles have
appeared in publications including the New Yorker,
the Sunday Times, the Financial Times and the Times
of India. His first novel, The White Tiger, won the Man
Booker Prize for Fiction in 2008. He is also the author
of Last Man in Tower and Selection Day.
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Genre

Literary Fiction

Imprint

Picador India

ISBN

978-93-89109-43-6

Format

Demy HB

Page

272

Price

699

Rights

I Sub

f i c t i o n

The Heart Asks
Pleasure First

‘A luminous, hypnotic novel, as much
about the beauty of language as it is
about the struggles of life’
ANN PATCHETT

KARUNA EZARA PARIKH
An extraordinary tale of love in a world being
torn asunder.
It’s a sunny day in 2001 and Daya, a ballet
student, is sitting in a park in Wales far away from
her home in India. Unbeknownst to her, she is
about to meet Aaftab, a young Muslim lawyer from
Pakistan, and fall inexplicably in love.
Even as Aaftab battles his heart, their
relationship transcends the divides of religion,
nationality and language. They forge profound
bonds but the cataclysmic events of the year will
have dangerous ramifications and push them
to confront the most difficult complexities of
their lives.
Set in a world of students but breathtaking in its expansiveness, The Heart Asks
Pleasure First is a spellbinding first novel that speaks urgently to the frailties of our
times. Karuna Ezara Parikh humanizes the big themes of friendship and family,
migration and xenophobia, with the deftness of a poet and the magic of a born
storyteller.

Karuna Ezara Parikh is a poet and writer, former
television anchor and model known widely for her
activism. She studied Journalism, Film & Broadcasting
at Cardiff University. Her writing has featured in Vogue,
Wire, Outlook, Tehelka, Firstpost, Open and Lonely
Planet. In 2015, she co-founded the sustainable
company The Burlap People. She lives in Calcutta with
her husband and their dog. The Heart Asks Pleasure
First is her first book.
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Genre

Indian Writing;
Contemporary Fiction

Imprint

Picador India

ISBN

978-93-89109-51-1

Format

Demy HB

Page

324

Price

699

Rights

I Sub

f i c t i o n

The Machine Is
Learning
TANUJ SOLANKI

Winner of the Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2019
Longlisted for JCB Prize for Literature 2020
‘A keenly-observed and nuanced portrait
of the working life, this novel tells you what
it must be like to be part of the Tinder
generation’
JERRY PINTO

Saransh works at a life insurance company, as
part of the Special Projects Group (SPG). Their
current project is top-secret: the development of
an AI (Artificial Intelligence) system that will leave
552 branch-level employees redundant overnight.
Because of site-specific customizations, however,
the system needs to collect information from
the company’s various branches. Thus begins a
cycle in which Saransh travels across the country,
interviewing the very people that his machine
will replace soon. Meanwhile, his conscientious
ex-journalist girlfriend Jyoti repeatedly questions
Saransh’s complicity in the impending destruction
of hundreds of lives.
The Machine is Learning is a novel about 21st-century workplaces, love and the
impact of technology in all of our lives. It interrogates a world order that accommodates
guilt but offers no truly ethical course correction.

Tanuj Solanki’s first novel, Neon Noon, was shortlisted
for the Tata Literature Live! First Book Award. In 2019,
he was awarded the Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar
for his second book, Diwali in Muzaffarnagar. Tanuj’s
short fiction has been published in the Caravan, Hindu
Business Line, DNA, Out of Print and several other
publications. He lives in Gurugram with his wife.
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Genre

Literary Fiction;
Contemporary
Fiction

Imprint

Macmillan

ISBN

978-93-89109-29-0

Format

B-format HB

Page

256

Price

499

Rights

World

f i c t i o n

Ahalya
Sati Series I

KORAL
DASGUPTA

‘A magical and thought-provoking adventure,
Ahalya will intrigue and mesmerize readers’
CHITRA BANERJEE DIVAKARUNI
‘An enigmatic tale about purity, chastity, seduction
and redemption’
NAMITA GOKHALE

It is known that Ahalya was cursed by her husband,
Gautam, for indulging in a physical relationship
with Indra. But is there another story to Ahalya’s
truth? Who was Indra anyway? A king? A lover? A
philanderer? The first book of the Sati series, Ahalya
hinges on these core questions, narrating the course
of her life, from innocence to infidelity.
In the Sati series, Koral Dasgupta explores the
lives of the Pancha Kanyas from Indian mythology,
all of whom had partners other than their husbands
and yet are revered as the most enlightened women,
whose purity of mind precedes over the purity of
body. The five books of the Sati series reinvent these
women and their men, in the modern context with
a feminist consciousness.

Koral Dasgupta is an author, painter, entrepreneur
and professor. She is a compulsive storyteller and has
authored four books which include three fiction and a
non-fiction on Bollywood. Her fourth book has been
optioned for screen adaptation. She is the founder
of www.tellmeyourstory.biz, a story ecosystem
led by crowdsourced narratives. She consults with
educational and corporate organizations on content
and communication projects. Koral is recognized in
the list of Innovator25 Asia-Pacific 2019 prepared by
The Holmes Report.
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Genre

Mythology/Gender

Imprint

Pan

ISBN

978-93-89109-66-5

Format

A-format PB

Page

216

Price

299

Rights

World

f i c t i o n

Shortlisted for the 2018 Restless Books Prize for New Immigrant Writing
Longlisted for Atta Galatta-Bangalore Literature Festival, Fiction 2020
Longlisted for Tata Literature Live! First Book - Fiction 2020

What’s Wrong
With You, Karthik?

‘Fun, entertaining,
delightful’
RAHUL DRAVID

SIDDHARTHA VAIDYANATHAN
A charming tale of a young schoolboy trying to
find his place in a changing world.
Twelve-year-old Karthik Subramanian has just
been granted admission into St George’s, an elite
boys’ school in Bangalore that has supported the
academic lives of ‘four state cricketers, one India
captain, tens of professors, hundreds of doctors,
engineers and scientists, thousands of chartered
accountants ...’ In this most exalted of institutions,
Karthik yearns for recognition as an academic
superstar.
Rigorously prepped by his parents and
grandfather, dutifully offering his prayers to Lord
Ganesha, Karthik steps into this new world. But
nothing has prepared him for the challenges that lie in wait and he is left to himself
to navigate the cruelties of school life, and the transition into adolescence. The less his
family learns about his friends, the better. There are threats all around, even violence.
Brilliant in its observations of a motley cast of characters and finely calibrated
for humour and sadness, What’s Wrong with You, Karthik? is a poignant, exuberant
debut from a writer of rare calibre.

Siddhartha Vaidyanathan is a writer and editor based
in Seattle. He has worked at ESPNcricinfo and Wall
Street Journal and contributed to Guardian, Forbes
and Wisden. What’s Wrong with You, Karthik? is his
first book.
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Genre

Indian Writing;
Humour; Cricket

Imprint

Picador India

ISBN

978-93-89109-50-4

Format

Demy HB

Page

288

Price

599

Rights

I Sub

N o n - f i c t i o n

The Fury of Covid-19

The Politics, Histories and
Unrequited Love of the Coronavirus

VINAY LAL

‘No one till now has written on
the coronavirus against a cultural
backdrop as vast as this’
ASHIS NANDY
‘... a must read for grasping the finer
lines of history, culture and literature
invisibly woven into the global
response to the pandemic’
GANESH DEVY

There has never been anything like the Covid-19
pandemic in history. The world as we knew it has
changed, and the fury of Covid-19 has unleashed new
forces, leaving us with an uncertain future. Though
its fatality rate, in comparison with some previous
epidemics such as the Black Death and the ‘Spanish
flu’ of 1918-20, is strikingly low, and though it
follows in the path of epidemics such as HIV, SARS,
and Ebola, the coronavirus pandemic has produced
outcomes which are altogether unprecedented.
Most countries imposed a ‘lockdown’ and shut down
their borders. In Italy and Spain, old people were left
to die; in India, millions of migrants took to the road.
In some countries rulers have assumed emergency
powers. America, the world’s superpower, has been brought to its knees. The economic
impact of the outbreak has been shattering; the environmental implications may yet
be monumental. Investigating all these trends and the social, cultural, political and
philosophical aspects and implications of the pandemic, this book evaluates the fate
of humankind and the earth in its wake.
Vinay Lal is a cultural critic, blogger, public commentator
and Professor of History at UCLA. His seventeen
authored and edited books include The Empire of
Knowledge: Culture and Plurality in the New Global
Economy (2002), The History of History: Politics and
Scholarship in Modern India (2005), Political Hinduism:
The Religious Imagination in Public Spheres (2009), the
two-volume Oxford Anthology of the Modern Indian
City (2013), and India and Civilizational Futures (2019).
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Genre

Politics/Public
Health/Economy

Imprint

Macmillan

ISBN

978-93-89104-23-3

Format

Royal PB

Page

316

Price

599

Rights

World

n o n - f i c t i o n

Wasted

The Messy Story of Sanitation in
India, A Manifesto for Change

ANKUR BISEN

Winner of the 2020 PFC-VoW Award,
English Non-Fiction
‘Wasted is a serious attempt at pointing
out possibilities and solutions... it provides
an inspiring peek of a clean future’
DR RAJIV KUMAR
‘Wasted locates India’s missed
opportunities in sanitation in its complex
civilizational legacy ... Necessary reading
for every policy maker, town planner and
engaged urban citizen’
HARSH MANDER

Urban India generates close to 3 million trucks of
untreated garbage every day. If these were laid endto-end, one could reach half way to the moon.
The need for attention to sanitation and
cleanliness is both urgent and long-term. Wasted
takes an honest look into India’s perpetual struggle
with these issues and suggests measures to overcome
them. Historically, we have developed into a society
with a skewed mindset towards sanitation with
our caste system and non-accountability towards
sanitation.
Arguing that all current solutions of India are
extrapolated from these flawed beliefs and structures
and are therefore woefully inadequate, Bisen draws a
benchmark from clean countries of today. Underlining the need for inclusive human
clusters, specificity in legislation, correction of existing social contracts and governance
frameworks, creating a formal resource recovery industry in India, and the pursuit
of diplomacy around this industry, this book shows how these solutions could lead
us towards a brighter future and better social development.
Ankur Bisen is committed to his concerns about the
environment and the accountability of citizens to
improving conditions of sanitation in urban India. In
his years as a management consultant at Techno Pak
Advisors and before that in the Tata Group and Lemon
Tree hotels, he has thought and researched about
India’s sanitation problems and possible solutions.
Ankur has written regularly for leading English dailies
in the past. This is his first book.
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Genre

Waste Management

Imprint

Macmillan

ISBN

978-93-89109-03-0

Format

Demy HB

Page

584

Price

699

Rights

World

n o n - f i c t i o n

Breathe Believe
Balance
SHAYAMAL
VALLABHJEE

‘Inspiring, uplifting and thought-provoking’
LARA DUTTA
‘A must-read for anyone searching for
equilibrium in life’
BRAD HODGE
‘A powerful, practical guide to self-discovery’
SOHA ALI KHAN

Breathe Believe Balance is one part memoir and one
part guide to self-discovery. It is an intimate account
of the lessons Shayamal Vallabhjee learnt while
growing up during South Africa’s apartheid era, from
living the life of a monk and travelling the globe with
professional athletes. He has popularized the concept
of ‘Balance’ in India. Using his knowledge and
experience from the worlds of science, spirituality
and psychology, in this book, Vallabhjee takes you
through this introspective and self-healing journey.
From understanding the importance of self-love
to decoding the science of healthy relationships;
from learning to be emotionally present in every
conversation to engineering your environment for
success, Breathe Believe Balance helps you take a deeper look at your life. Offering a
scientific analysis of the human psyche and packed with useful questionnaires, this
book is your guide to self-transformation and personal mastery.

Shayamal Vallabhjee was born in Durban, South
Africa. He is a sports scientist with a master’s in
Psychology. He has spent the past two decades
working with Olympians, professional sports teams,
corporate executives, patients and children. Having
lived as a monk in the Hare Krsna Temple, he now
draws on learnings from ancient spiritual practices
in combination with evidence-based science to help
motivate and inspire people.
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Genre

Motivational/Personal
Development; Mind
Body Spirit

Imprint

Pan

ISBN

978-93-89109-60-3

Format

B-format PB

Page

304

Price

350

Rights

I Sub

N o n - f i c t i o n

Seitai

The Japanese Secret to Vital Intelligence for Improved Life and Health

LAURA LÓPEZ COTO
Would you like to feel more alive? Try following
Seitai, the Japanese secret to connect with your
Vital Intelligence and improve your life and
health.
The practices of Seitai, Katsugen Undo and
Yuki, give you back your flexibility, renewing and
revitalising the to and fro movements, between
tension and relaxation, in our organism (mindbody). Amongst other benefits, these Seitai practices
can naturally relieve stress, anxiety and other
issues related to the nervous system. They can also
regulate our heartbeat, alleviate skin, urine, digestive
and circulatory problems. Seitai also helps activate
the sexual hormones responsible for youth and cell
regeneration and also helps diminish muscle pain and rheumatism.
In this clear, concise and easy-to-read book written by the journalist and Seitai
specialist, Laura López Coto, you will find the keys to this culture, which originated
in Japan thanks to the highly innovative discoveries of the exceptionally gifted and
perceptive master Haruchika Noguchi.

Laura López Coto is a journalist, scriptwriter and
writer. She has worked on the Antena 3 news teams
and is currently content director for the Producer
of Canal Abierto Producciones TV SL which makes
reports and documentaries for main TV channels,
such as Mediaset. She is also a specialist in Seitai, the
Japanese culture of health recognised by the Ministry
of Education and Science of Japan and is involved in
disseminating knowledge and conducting workshops
on Seitai.
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Genre

Mind Body Spirit

Imprint

Pan

ISBN

978-93-89104-59-2

Format

Royal PB

Page

324

Price

499

Rights

I Sub

n o n - f i c t i o n

Jinnah: A Life
YASSER LATIF
HAMDANI

‘Jinnah’s greatness shines through [in this
book] while maintaining the humanity of his
character’
HUSAIN HAQQANI
‘At last a biography of Jinnah that does not
separate his personal life from the political’
SHEELA REDDY

Mahomed Ali Jinnah started his political career
in the Congress as a staunch Indian nationalist.
He believed in secular politics and was opposed
to bringing religion into it. He was known as an
ambassador of Hindu–Muslim unity. So why did he,
towards the end of his career, initiate the creation
of a separate Muslim-state?
This new biography provides the answers while
casting fresh light on Jinnah’s character, his personal
life, his political and legal careers, his relationship
with Gandhi, Nehru as well as his disagreements
with their ideas. Carefully examining the major
events of his Yasser Latif Hamdani presents a
complex and compelling portrait of Jinnah who is
often narrowly regarded as a votary of a theocratic Islamic state.
Based on extensive research and a wealth of archival material, Hamdani has
revealed those traits of Jinnah’s personality that made him the most misunderstood
leader of his times. He also comments on how religious zealots have turned Pakistan
into an Islamic Republic contrary to Jinnah’s vision.

Yasser Latif Hamdani is a well-known human rights
lawyer and writer based in Pakistan. His most notable
and successful legal case was getting YouTube
unbanned in Pakistan. He is the author of Jinnah: Myth
and Reality (2012) and Between Worlds: A Pakistani’s
Quest to Forge Meaning (2016). He is a member of the
Honourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn in London. Jinnah:
A Life is his third book.
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Genre

Biography/Political

Imprint

Macmillan

ISBN

978-93-89109-13-9

Format

B-format PB

Page

380

Price

499

Rights

World

f i c t i o n

Before She Sleeps
BINA SHAH

‘Fascinating angle on “emotional work”’
MARGARET ATWOOD
‘Thrilling’
LOS ANGELES TIMES
‘Haunting’
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY”

The government uses terror and technological
surveillance to control its people, and women must
take multiple husbands to have children as quickly
as possible.
Yet there are women who resist, women who
live in an underground collective and refuse to be
part of the system. Secretly protected by the highest
echelons of power, they emerge only at night, to
provide to the rich and elite of Green City a type of
commodity that nobody can buy: intimacy without
sex. As it turns out, not even the most influential
men can shield them from discovery and the dangers
of ruthless punishment.
This dystopian novel from one of Pakistan’s
most talented writers is a modern-day parable. It takes the patriarchal practices of
female seclusion, gender selection and control over women’s bodies, and recasts them
to imagine a terrifying world of post-religious authoritarianism.

Bina Shah has been a regular contributor to the New
York Times and a frequent guest on the BBC. A bold
commentator, she has contributed essays to Granta,
Independent and Guardian. She holds degrees from
Wellesley College and the Harvard Graduate School of
Education, and is an alumna of the University of Iowa’s
International Writers Workshop. Her work has been
published in English, Spanish, German and Italian.
Bina lives in Karachi.
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Genre

Sci-fi; Contemporary
Fiction

Imprint

Macmillan

ISBN

978-93-89109-75-7

Format

Demy HB

Page

256

Price

599

Rights

I Sub, UAE, UK

f i c t i o n

Winner of Sahitya Akademi Award 2014

The Loneliness of Hira Baruah
Stories

ARUPA PATANGIA KALITA
Translated from Assamese by Ranjita Biswas

‘Patangia’s fiction,
over the last
two decades,
has repeatedly
knocked on the
doors of [our]
conscience’
OPEN

The Loneliness of Hira Baruah tells the stories
of the people of Assam living, loving, making
do in strife and negotiating socio-political
struggle. In doing so, Arupa Patangia Kalita
paints evocative portraits of people living
ordinary lives in Assam in times of turmoil.
Combining social realism with magical realism and
folklore, the book stands out in its distinctness and
literary power. It was first published in Assamese as
Mariam Austin Othoba Hira Baruah and went on to
win the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2014 and is now
considered a classic of modern Assamese literature.

Arupa Patangia Kalita has been reckoned as one of
the most powerful voices in contemporary Assamese
literature. She is a bold and acutely aware chronicler
of her time. A teacher of English literature, she has
also translated Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye into
Assamese. She has published more than fifteen books
besides numerous works in vernacular magazines and
many of them have been translated into different
Indian languages and English. She has received the
Bharatiya Bhasha Parishad Award (1995), KATHA
Award (1998), Sahitya Sanskriti Award (2009), Lekhika
Samaroh Sahitya Award (2011) and most recently, the
Sahitya Akademi Award (2014).
Ranjita Biswas is an award-winning translator of
fiction, a journalist and travel writer. Her recent books
include As the River Flows, a coffee table book, and
a collection of retold folktales from the North East
for children.
– 15 –

Genre

Translation/Short
Stories

Imprint

Macmillan

ISBN

978-93-89109-45-0

Format

B-format PB
with flaps

Page

240

Price

450

Rights

World

f i c t i o n

Taboo
NIRMALA
GOVINDARAJAN

Longlisted for Atta Galatta-Bangalore Literature Festival, Fiction 2020
Shortlisted for Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize 2020
‘This is a book that blends genres and defies
description. Its style is deceptively playful but it conceals
as much as it reveals the horrors beneath the surface’
JERRY PINTO
‘Audaciously defying boundaries to weave in and out
of genres, languages, cultures, myths and realities, it
tells a remarkable story of today’s India and its people’
ANTARA DEV SEN

Erendira, the protagonist of this heart-rending tale
of exploitation and the imagination of freedom is
symbolic of the under-aged trafficking networks
and its resilient survivors across India. In Taboo,
metred into rhythm in her inimitable style,
Nirmala Govindarajan plunges into the context
of disturbing crime, trafficking and unfreedom.
Flying high in the Himalayan ranges, weaving
a trail through Coimbatore, Ooty, Chandigarh,
Khandala and the shipping town of Alang, diving
down to the southern-most tip of India and onwards
to Sri Lanka, Erendira, through many languages
and cultures unearths the forbidden identity of
a sex worker on a footpath. Finally, you emerge
questioning the intent of our society and political organizations to stop this and the
utter disregard for such questions in our democracy.

Nirmala Govindarajan is a journalist, social sector
documentarian and author. Her works include The
Community Catalyst and Mind Blogs 1.0 (co-authored),
the first blog-to-book format and Hunger’s Daughters.
She organized the first edition of Times Literary Carnival,
Bangalore and presently curates literary events for the
British Council.
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Genre

Literary Fiction;
Society & Culture

Imprint

Picador India

ISBN

978-93-89109-28-3

Format

B-format PB

Page

310

Price

399

Rights

World

N E W

R E L E ASE S
2 0 2 0

(NOVEMBER - DECEMBER)

– 17 –

n o n - f i c t i o n

Days in the Life of a Sufi
101 Enchanting Stories of Wisdom

RAZIUDDIN AQUIL
The lives of Sufis are replete with stories of
tantalizing miracles and unforgettable anecdotes
of wisdom. The 101 Sufi tales in this book show
pursuits of ethical and moral conduct in Sufi
spirituality – a vibrant movement within Islamic
traditions across time and space. Committed
in their love for God, the Sufis found love in all
His Creations. Large numbers of followers and
devotees have continued to throng Sufi shrines
seeking blessings and benediction. The stories of
mystical exercises and charitable endeavour in this
book illustrate their role and continuing relevance
in shaping a pluralistic, diverse and tolerant
Indian society. Exactly as the Sufis focused on soul
searching and right conduct for themselves and all those around them, these stories
are nuggets of wisdom which guide people to become better human beings.

Raziuddin Aquil is Associate Professor, Department of
History, University of Delhi. He was previously Fellow in
History, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta.
He is the author of The Muslim Question: Understanding
Islam and Indian History (2017); Lovers of God: Sufism
and the Politics of Islam in Medieval India (2017) and
Sufism, Culture and Politics: Afghans and Islam in
Medieval North India (2007).

Genre

Historical Fiction;
Spirituality

Imprint

Pan

ISBN

978-93-89109-68-9

Format

A-format PB

Page

264

Price

399

Rights

World

Pub Month November
– 18 –

n o n - f i c t i o n

Powershift

India–China Relations in a Multipolar World

ZORAWAR DAULET SINGH

‘As India and China stand at a
crossroads, Powershift goes a
long way to explain how we got
here and where we might go’
SHIVSHANKAR MENON

The emerging multipolar world has brought the
relationship between India and China at a crossroads
where today’s choices will set in course events that
will profoundly impact India’s economy, security
and the regional order. It is, therefore, critical that
India’s leaders get our China policy right. Powershift
helps us make sense of a complex relationship and
how India and China are learning to cope with
each other’s rise on the world stage. Whether it is
intricacies of the border dispute and the complicated
history of their Himalayan frontier, the flux in US–
China relations, the geopolitics of Greater Eurasia
and the Indo-Pacific, China’s belt and road initiative
and growing connectivity footprint in the region,
BRICS and a changing world order, or the conundrum of formulating a far-sighted
China policy, the book casts a wide net in unpacking India–China relations. Powershift
provides much-needed context for Indians to start thinking more strategically and
realistically about their largest neighbour.

Zorawar Daulet Singh is a historian and strategist based
in New Delhi. Daulet Singh was previously a fellow
at the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi. For the
past decade, he has been a regular commentator and
columnist on India’s foreign policy. His previous books
include Power and Diplomacy: India’s Foreign Policies
during the Cold War, India-China Relations: The Border
Issue and Beyond and Chasing the Dragon: Will India
Catch up with China?
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Genre

Politics; Asian History

Imprint
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n o n - f i c t i o n

A Question of Trust

The CEO’s Guide to Communications
and Effective Trust-building

‘A Question of Trust
aptly points out [that]
communications must follow
meaningful actions’
RICHARD EDELMAN

GAYATRI RATH AND
PAARUL CHAND
Why has communications become one of the
core functions of an organization? How can a
CEO use it to their company’s best advantage?
Gayatri Rath and Paarul Chand bring over
fifty years of combined experience in corporate
communications and the media industry to this
essential CEO’s handbook to answer these questions
and more. A Question of Trust not only emphasizes
why corporate communications is an integral part of
any organization but also how it can be marshalled
for trust-building and growing brand value, even in
times of unprecedented crises such as the Covid-19
pandemic.
Packed with data and valuable insights from
global corporate communications leaders, this book is a go-to for CEOs and business
leaders looking to consolidate their brands and cultivate trust.

Gayatri Rath is a journalism alumnus of the Indian
Institute of Mass Communication and is a practising
communications and marketing professional. She has
a passion for inclusion – both in society and at the
workplace.
Paarul Chand is Editor-in-Chief and Partner
at PRmoment India, a digital magazine for the PR
industry in India. An IIMC alumnus, she started as a
television journalist reporting for CNBC India’s India
Business, ABNi-Dow Jones and ETNow.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Desi Delicacies

Food Writing from Muslim South Asia

ED. CLAIRE CHAMBERS
A delectable anthology of food writing exploring
the histories and cultures of Muslim South Asia.
The kitchen is often the heart of South Asian
homes. Muslim South Asian kitchens, in particular,
are the engines of an entire culture. The alchemy
that takes place within them affects nations and
economies, politics and history, and of course
human relationships. There is proof of it in Desi
Delicacies, Claire Chambers’ anthology of essays,
stories and recipes supplied by some of the region’s
most well-loved writers, historians and chefs.
A multitude of flavours blend with love, joy,
grief, regret and nostalgia in this book which is not
only a beautiful collection of food writing, but also a
rich helping of the histories and cultures of Muslim
South Asia and its diasporas.

Claire Chambers is Professor of Global Literature at
the University of York, where she teaches literature
from South Asia, the Arab world, and their diasporas.
She is the author of British Muslim Fictions (2011),
Britain Through Muslim Eyes (2015), Making Sense
of Contemporary British Muslim Novels (2019) and a
collection of her essays entitled Rivers of Ink (2017).
Finally, she co-edited Imagining Muslims in South
Asia and the Diaspora (2015) and A Match Made in
Heaven: British Muslim Women Write About Love and
Desire (2020).
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n o n - f i c t i o n

The Tale of the Horse

‘A remarkable tour de force’
RICHARD M. EATON

YASHASWINI CHANDRA

‘With this debut, Yashaswini Chandra
gallops straight into the premier
division of Indian historians’
WILLIAM DALRYMPLE

A History of India on Horseback

The horse is etched on the Indian landscape, and to
view the subcontinent’s past through the prism of
the horse is to be swept up in its power and grace.
Horses are a thread that connects Indian history,
including mythology, art, literature, folklore and
popular belief.
In this inspired and singularly erudite debut,
Yashaswini Chandra takes us on the trail of the horse
into and within India. What follows is a surprising
and exhilarating journey, covering caravan-trade
routes originating in Central Asia and Tibet, sea
routes from the Middle East, and the dominions of
different sultans and Mughal emperors, the south
Indian kingdoms as well as the Rajput horse-warrior
states. She outlines the political symbolism of the horse, its vital function in social life,
religion, sport and war, its role in shaping economies and forging crucial human bonds.
The history of the horse in India, mirroring that of its human inhabitants, is
a tale of migration and permanent intermingling. The horse is thus an exceptional
and fitting vantage from which to appreciate the history of the land, influenced as it
was by this most instrumental of animals.

Yashaswini Chandra has a PhD in History of Art from
SOAS University of London, where she was also a
teaching fellow. She has been guest/visiting faculty
at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, and Ashoka
University, Sonipat. She has worked for Sahapedia, an
open online resource on the arts, cultures and histories
of India. She previously co-edited Right of the Line:
The President’s Bodyguard on the household cavalry of
the head of state. Yashaswini is an avid horsewoman;
her horse is called Sue.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

The Rise and Fall of the
Black Hole Paradigm

‘He has shown with calculations that
black holes are not what cosmologists
and physicists think them to be’
K. D. KRORI
‘It is a critical discourse on all aspects
of Black Holes, delivered with the
highest standards of scientific critique’
N. D. HARIDASS

DR ABHAS MITRA

Black holes have turned out to be the cornerstone
of both physics and popular belief. But what if exact
black holes cannot exist, even though their existence
is apparently suggested by exact general relativistic
solutions, and Roger Penrose won the 2020 Nobel
Prize in Physics ‘for the discovery that black hole
formation is a robust prediction of the general
theory of relativity’? While it might seem farfetched to claim so, it will be worth remembering
that the finest theoretical physicists like Albert
Einstein and Paul Dirac did not believe in black
holes, and Stephen Hawking finally thought that
there are no exact black holes.
In The Rise and Fall of the Black Hole Paradigm,
Abhas Mitra shows us how, much before these developments, he had proven why the
so-called black holes must only be black hole pretenders. He identified these black
hole candidates to be Magnetospheric Eternally Collapsing Objects (MECOs), and
along with Darryl J. Leiter and Stanley L. Robertson, generalized them. Recent
evidence for the existence of strong magnetic fields around so-called black holes
may provide confirmations of his claim.
Dr Abhas Mitra is a member of International
Astronomical Union, and a former full member of
the American Astronomical Society. He headed the
Theoretical Astrophysics Section of the Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre, Mumbai from 2005 to 2015. In 1989,
he won the First Prize in Young Physicist Colloquium
organized by Indian Physical Society. He has authored
over a hundred research papers and articles on topics
ranging from High Energy Astrophysics to General
Relativity to Cosmology.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

The Bera Bond

‘The Bera Bond is a magnificently
illustrated book that comes with a
deeply relevant message for our times’
JAIRAM RAMESH

SUNDEEP BHUTORIA

The Bera Bond is one man’s startling discovery of
a little-known leopard colony in the forests of
Rajasthan. Sundeep Bhutoria decided to see if there
was any truth to the floating whispers about Bera,
having been told by big-cat enthusiasts that it is
here that leopards live harmoniously with humans.
While across the globe, the coexistence of big cats
with humans is marked by conflict, the leopards and
the villagers in Bera have not attacked each other
for more than a century.
With conservationist and photographer
Shatrunjay Pratap Singh as his guide, Bhutoria
discovers the myriad birds and animals of Bera. He also witnesses the camaraderie
between the leopards and the local residents, the Rabari tribe.
Leopards are intensely private creatures, not given to flamboyant displays of
magnificence as the tiger often is. This book captures not just the thrill of close
encounters with leopards but also the challenges of preserving their habitat.

Sundeep Bhutoria is a social activist working in the
field of international cultural cooperation, social
welfare, wildlife conservation and the promotion of
Indian arts. He is dedicated to supporting wildlife
conservation, and his NGOs work with various wildlife
organisations to promote wildlife conservation, as
well as boost and acknowledge the participation of
individuals and local communities in managing the
human-wildlife conflict. He has authored five books:
The Safari, Aap Biti Jag Biti, My Life My Travels, China
Diary and Calcuttascape: Musings of a Globetrotter.
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f i c t i o n

Kratu
A Novel

SAMARPAN
Cursed with eternal memory for transgressing the
thin line between orthodoxy and liberty, Kratu, a
young man from the ancient era, moves through
time and worldly spheres, exploring both the
illusions and the wisdom permeating the universe.
He pines for freedom while traversing successive
worlds and epochs, deeply empathizing with the
characters, bound in various shades of shackles that
populate these sojourns. By the time he is born in a
city in the present time, Kratu has dedicated himself
to sprinkling joy and freedom from entrapment to
people and personalities of all hues. As the story
weaves together the successive births of Kratu, tales
of wisdom, told masterfully through the medium
of divinities and great seers, get knit into a unified whole of past, present and future,
bringing alive the consciousness of a millennia of Indian tradition. This engaging novel
not only narrates a multitude of absorbing tales but goes beyond – indeed, as Kratu,
the pan-temporal traveller, embeds our psyche with priceless wisdom deeply imbued
in the numerous streams coursing through the consciousness of India and its people.

Samarpan is a Hindu monk, teacher, and writer
of several books, articles, memoirs, among other
publications. His articles, under his monastic name,
have appeared in various journals. His talks on
scriptures are available online. Presently, he teaches
ancient and modern scriptures at the deemed
university of the organization to which he belongs.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

The Ventilator Project

How the IIT Kanpur Consortium Built a World-class
Product during India’s Covid-19 Lockdown

SRIKANT SASTRI AND AMITABHA BANDYOPADHYAY
The Ventilator Project tells the story of how a young
robotics startup including a group of twenty IIT
engineers, scientists, scholars along with some PSU
officials worked through the lockdown to produce a
world-class ventilator which cash-strapped hospitals
in India were able to acquire at an affordable price.
The group worked remotely and virtually on Zoom
and Whatsapp, yet were able to conceptualize,
build and manufacture this essential product in
record time.
Businesses in the post-Covid era are in for a
radical shift and this book provides a glimpse into
how businesses could be built in the future. The
Ventilator Project shows that Indian tech and talent
has the potential to lead the world in business and social impact.
In this inspiring tale of innovation and collaboration lies the hope for a
better future.
Srikant is an alumnus of IIT-Kanpur and IIM-Calcutta.
He is board member and advisor at several university
incubators and a member of several government
bodies including the National Expert Advisory
Committee and the Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India.
Amitabha has a PhD from the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine, New York, and a postdoctoral
research in Embryology and Genetics at Harvard
Medical School. He is an associate professor in the
Biological Sciences and Bioengineering department
at IIT-Kanpur.
Both Srikant and Amitabha are co-leads of IITKanpur Ventilator Project.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

After I Was Raped

The Untold Lives of Five Rape Survivors

URMI BHATTACHERYYA
What happens in the minutes right after rape? What
happens in the minutes before reporting? Do you
report? Should you report? Will you be treated well,
or will you be dismissed and victimized?
The questions above are all legitimate questions
that rape survivors have asked themselves, not
just seconds after the rape, but also days, weeks,
months – sometimes years later. After your mind and
body have been invaded without your permission,
possibly by force, certainly without consent and you
are left feeling a sense of utter powerlessness. The
trials and trauma that rape survivors are subjected to
do not end with the rape. Especially in India, where
rape survivors are shamed, ostracized, bullied and
humiliated, even by their own families.
This book looks at stories of rape survivors, and analyzes and understands what
each day looks like and how much their rape shapes each day; how do they manage
daily life and, more than that, the book tries to understand their psyches and how
they negotiate their bodies with their boyfriends, girlfriends, and spouses, and how do
they regain their agency. Through these stories, the book creates empathy, awareness
and understanding in readers about survivors being real people and not just a statistic
or a sensational news story.
Urmi Bhattacheryya is a journalist working as a
Gender Editor at the Quint. She writes, reads and
speaks about gender and women’s rights every
chance she gets. Before her career in journalism,
she also worked for a brief period of time in
publishing.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Brown Baby

A Memoir of Race, Family
and Home

‘[T]his love letter to his brown babies
encompasses fatherhood, feminism, racial
politics, growing up and being a grown up, with
tenderness, depth and humour’
MEERA SYAL

NIKESH SHUKLA

‘Heartbreaking and brilliant’
RACHEL EDWARDS

How do you find hope and even joy in a world that
is racist, sexist and facing climate crisis? How do
you prepare your children for it, but also fill them
with all the boundlessness and eccentricity that they
deserve and that life has to offer?
In Brown Baby Nikesh Shukla explores themes
of racism, feminism, parenting and our shifting
ideas of home. With writing that will both fill
and open your heart, this by turns, heartbreaking,
hilariously funny and intensely relatable memoir is
dedicated to the author’s two young daughters, and
is in remembrance of the grandmother they never
got to meet. Through love, grief, food, fatherhood
and the often-cluttered experiences that make us
each who we are, Shukla shows how it’s possible to
believe in hope.

Nikesh Shukla is a British author and screenwriter. He
edited The Good Immigrant, a collection of essays by
British writers of colour about race and immigration
in the UK. His debut novel, Coconut Unlimited, was
shortlisted for the Costa First Novel Award 2010 and
longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize 2011. His other
works include The Time Machine, a food novella which
won the Best Novella at Sabotage Awards; Meatspace,
his second novel, and several short stories which have
been featured in various leading publications. In 2014
he co-wrote Two Dosas, an award-winning short film.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Umar Khalid

Beyond the Anti-national

ADI PRAKASH
The story of Umar Khalid is the story of media
fairness; it is the story of student politics and of
growing up Muslim in India.
Adi Prakash presents a commentary on the
times by contextualizing events from the life of
Umar Khalid, from his childhood to the present day:
from key public events and his current incarceration
in Tihar Jail, to his family background, his life in
the Muslim ghetto of Jamia Nagar and his foray
into Marxist ideology. He has interviewed not only
Umar’s close circle including Kanhaiya Kumar and
Anirban Bhattacharya, his family, his girlfriend and
several acquaintances, but also people who have
spoken against him, threatened him with violence
and hold him in low esteem.
In face of the rising tide of Hindutva forces and a biased mainstream media, Adi
Prakash delves into the all-encompassing nature of the anti-national vs anti-rational
debate that has come to be the central political question facing India today, from the
perspective of Umar’s lived experience.

Adi Prakash is a reporter and documentary filmmaker.
He has a degree in journalism from the Medill School
of Journalism, Northwestern University. Umar Khalid:
Beyond the Anti-national is his first book.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Gangster State

The Rise and Fall of the CPIM in West Bengal

SOURJYA BHOWMICK
In Gangster State, Sourjya Bhowmick charts the
downfall of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
(CPM) in West Bengal between 2005 and 2016,
through the eyes of Rajat, a former party member.
Rajat’s personal experiences and interwoven
anecdotes expose the mindset of a party blinded
by the dazzle of unrestricted power.
Rajat begins to question his role in unprincipled
college politics, electoral rigging and political
violence when he witnesses his comrade getting
killed during an election and leaves Kolkata after his
party loses power in 2011, after reigning supreme
for years.
Flickr/ePi.Longo CC 2.0
Is the party dead in Bengal? Facing the mighty
Trinamool Congress and a rising BJP, can the party, which once wielded great influence
over people’s day-to-day lives, survive the 2021 Legislative Assembly elections?
Gangster State seeks the answers to these questions.

Sourjya Bhowmick is a a Senior News Analyst with ET
Now where he works for their flagship show on political
economy called the India Development Debate. He has
also worked with the Hindustan Times, Indiaspend, Catch
News, and the Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore.
His articles have also been published by Business Standard,
Rajasthan Patrika, many of which have been cited in
research papers. Sourjya also covered the 2016 West
Bengal assembly elections. He studied Political Science
at Presidency College and has an MA in the discipline from
the University of Calcutta. Sourjya was active in politics
from 2004–2011 and brings an insider’s perspective to
his work.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Trailblazers

25 Extraordinary Success Stories of BITS Pilani Graduates

GAURAV MANDLECHA AND DURJAI SETHI
From a small school in the early 1990s, BITS Pilani
has grown into an institution of great repute in
the field of higher education. In Trailblazers, recent
BITS Pilani graduates, Gaurav Mandlecha and
Durjai Seth present the profiles of twenty-five
BITS Pilani graduates, including leading founders,
CEOs and entrepreneurs who have successfully
carried on the legacy of their alma mater. Their
journey from young professionals to renowned
business leaders is nothing short of inspiring.
Hari Menon, co-founder and CEO BigBasket;
Harish Bhat, Brand Custodian TATA Sons;
Phanindra Sama, co-founder RedBus; Baba Kalyani,
Flickr/Prabhu B Doss
Chairman and MD, Bharat Forge; Nandini Chopra,
MD Alvarez & Marsal are some of the notable alumni who have been interviewed by
the duo. Along with their success stories, they also share their memories as students
at BITS Pilani and the crucial role played by the institution in inculcating a spirit of
entrepreneurship and leadership in them.
Durjai Sethi pursued a Bachelors in Electronics and
Instrumentation Engineering at BITS Pilani. A selfproclaimed mega-fan of genuinely crafted music,
Durjai was widely known for his scintillating theatre
performances at Pilani. A fan of 90s grunge music, he
wishes to visit Seattle some day and watch either Pearl
Jam or Alice in Chains perform live.
Gaurav Mandlecha is a double major in Economics
and Mechanical Engineering from BITS Pilani. His personal
venture Fresh-Potpourri is his attempt to achieve the
extraordinary. He spends his free time reading about
startups, writing emails to people he admires, exploring
the city of Mumbai or dancing to a DJ with his friends.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Seasons of the Soul
SHARON M. KOENIG
In Seasons of the Soul, Sharon describes the necessary
practices to re-establish our connection with God.
A manual for the soul, the book is a step-by-step
guide that invites the reader to fulfill their authentic
purpose. Inspired by lessons learned from various
world traditions, this book will show you how to
re-establish your connection to the Divine, that life
force that has been called by many names and that
is our ultimate goal. The reader will learn tolerance,
forgiveness, faith, discernment and the natural peace
that arises from our connection to the Divine.

Sharon is a writer, speaker, and mother who has inspired
seekers around the world for more than a decade
with her Spanish bestseller Los ciclos del alma. Her
followers describe Sharon as a writer ‘who has the gift
of communicating profound spiritual truths in simple
and practical terms’. A curiosity for understanding the
meaning of life, along with challenges Sharon faced and
overcame, inspired a spiritual quest that allowed her to
learn from spiritual teachers from various traditions.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

500 Million in the Red
FARAH AHAMED
More than 500 million women and girls globally
lack adequate facilities for menstrual hygiene
management. Superstitions, taboos and stigma
around menstruation are prevalent even in
developed parts of the world.
Menstruation and the lack of support (or opposite)
around it, due to historical, religious, cultural,
political or geographical constraints, affects and
influences every sphere of the person who bleeds,
from education, health to domestic relations and
working life. Apart from the sociocultural religious
and personal, 500 Million in the Red also explores the
environmental, entrepreneurial, digital and political
aspects of menstruation.
Farah Ahamed shifts the focus to South Asian voices by collating contributions
from academics, artists, fiction writers, period poverty activists, menstrual hygiene
management workers and entrepreneurs and, more importantly, the experiences
of ordinary women who are often left unheard and forgotten, because of their
background, occupation, gender, disability, caste or class. This collection of essays,
poems, short stories, menstrual art, photographs and drawings reveals the great
variations of experiences and challenges of menstruation in South Asia, including
the voices from the margins.
Farah Ahamed has written two essays about menstruation
in fiction, examining both the female and male authorial
perspective. She has been working in the area of period
poverty for the past decade in East Africa, through an
informal campaign founded with her sisters, Panties
with Purpose. They have been raising awareness about
menstrual hygiene and the challenges for girls as well as
providing access to menstrual products to women and
children. Over the past decade she has participated and
hosted seminars and discussions in Nairobi, Kampala, Dar
es Salaam, London and Lahore on the lack of awareness
about menstruation and menstrual hygiene.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Goddess in the Boardroom
EIKA BANERJEE
We are a product of our mythologies, says Eika
Banerjee in Goddess in the Boardroom, as she weaves
through the mythologies of the east and the west,
their impact on the psyche of the respective societies
through the ages and their present relevance in
terms of women, their perception and acceptance
in position of power. So the east, when it comes to
leadership is gender agnostic unlike the west. The
conclusion is right there – there is no stopping the
Asian woman! If there is a hindrance to success, it
is largely personal and has nothing to do with the
society and its psyche. The eastern societies have
been well trained by their mythologies to accept
powerful women and it is really up to them to break
their own personal barriers to infinite success!

Eika Banerjee is a distinguished and well-known
corporate leader, passionate about building knowledge,
relationships and impact. She is a CEO with one of
India’s biggest conglomerates as well as an Chevening
Scholar at the University of Oxford. She also coauthored the best-seller 52 Red Pills with Siddharth
Banerjee.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

A Taste of My Life

A Memoir in Essays and Recipes

CHITRITA BANERJI
A Taste of My Life is both the story of Chitrita
Banerji’s life as an immigrant food writer as well
as a story of immigration, belonging, nostalgia,
and history, through the lens of food. In this
memoir styled like a three-course meal, she offers
a collection of moving and beautiful essays, as she
explores the way food shapes our relationships and
societies at large. A collection to relish!

Chitrita Banerji is a Bengali-American writer who
examines the relationships between memory, history,
culture, religion, and food in her works. She is the
author of several books on Indian food and culture,
the latest being Eating India: An Odyssey into the Food
and Culture of the Land of Spices. Time Out, London,
listed it among the best new food books of 2008.
Her work has been included in Best American Travel
Writing 2006. Her other work include Mirror City, a
novel, and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu which is her first
biography.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

The Ultimate Family Busines Survival Guide
PRIYANKA GUPTA ZIELINSKI
The Ultimate Family Business Survival Kit offers an
exclusive look into the inner workings of small to
medium-sized family-managed businesses in India.
It explores their natural informality, the chaos of
their family-centric activities, their resilience in the
face of challenges and their potential to become
hubs for transformation and innovation.
This survival kit is meant to empower family
businesses to face the complex and unpredictable
business challenges in the post-pandemic world.
Building on the natural bottom-up, improvisational,
frugal, and fluid style of these businesses, Priyanka
Gupta Zielinski explains how these could be
leveraged for economic sustainability.
She also takes inspiration from her father, the leader of their small family business,
to put together this jugaad-inspired survival kit. Peppered with his favourite Haryanvi
idioms, this book is an and insightful and enjoyable read.

Priyanka Gupta Zielinski is an entrepreneur and
business leader. As the Executive Director of MPIL Steel
Structures Ltd, Priyanka has led her family business into
exponential growth and diversification. In 2012, she
was named Woman Entrepreneur of the Year by the
Economic Times (ET Now). She has previously worked
with financial institutions such as the Women’s World
Banking and the Fund for the City of New York. Her
articles have featured on BBC Online, the Women in
Family business website and The Tharawat Family
Business Journal.

– 37 –

Genre

Industries; Business
Development;
Entrepreneurship

Imprint

Pan

ISBN

TBD

Format

B-format PB

Page

248

Price

350

Rights

World

Pub Month April

f i c t i o n

A Death in Shonagachhi
RIJULA DAS
In the red-light district of Shonagachhi, Lalee
dreams of trading a life of penury and violence for
one of comparative luxury as a better-paid ‘escort’.
Her long-standing client, Trilokeshwar Shau, is an
erotic novelist hopelessly in love with her.
When a young girl who lives next door to
Lalee gets brutally murdered, a spiral of deceit and
violence begins that disturbs the fragile stability of
their existence.
Set in the underbelly of Calcutta’s most fabled
neighbourhood, A Death in Shonagachhi is a powerful
debut that begins with a crime that’s best not talked
about, and holds within it the story of our society’s
outcasts and rejects.

Rijula Das completed her MA in Literature from JNU,
New Delhi and was recently awarded a doctoral
degree in Creative Writing (Fiction) from the Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore where she has
also taught Creative Writing at the undergraduate
level. She was a visiting academic fellow at the Creative
Writing school at the University of East Anglia in the
UK. She is the recipient of the 2016 Papercuts Dastaan
Award for her short story ‘Notes From A Passing’. A
Death in Shonagachhi is her first novel.
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f i c t i o n

Sultan

The Legend of Hyder Ali

SHUBENDRA
The astonishing tale of an ordinary boy from
Mysore who became one of the greatest rulers of
India. It is the eighteenth century, and turmoil is
brewing all over India. In the country’s south, Hyder
Ali, an ordinary soldier, rises through the ranks to
take over Mysore, a small kingdom that is in danger
of being swallowed by the Marathas and the Nizam
of the Deccan. Despite overwhelming odds, Hyder
Ali forges an empire right under their noses through
tact, bravery and unparalleled military strategy.
Before long, he holds sway over a kingdom that
spans from the dry lands near the Krishna River
to the lush forests of the Malabar. But the angry
Marathas are thirsting for revenge, and the English
are fast gaining ground. Will the Sultan of Mysore be able to crush these formidable
enemies? Will his son Tipu come to his aid? Or will he be forced to surrender the
vast and powerful kingdom he has so passionately built?

Shubendra is an avid traveller exploring places
that have fallen through the cracks of mainstream
history. His primary interest is in unravelling the
long-forgotten stories of early modern India through
field research and analyzing old military accounts.
An expert on the military history of eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century India, he is an engineer with a
global aircraft engine manufacturing firm.
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f i c t i o n

Second World War Sandwich
DIGONTA BORDOLOI
A thrilling action-packed novel set in Nagaland
during the Second World War, this is a story of
the Naga warriors who resisted the incursion of the
Japanese troops into Northeast India.
Digonta Bordoloi’s latest work captures
different traditions of war, those of the Naga
warriors as well as those of the Japanese fascist
forces and the British imperial forces which forced
Indians to fight a bloody war, leading to the tragic
loss of lives in Kohima.

Digonta Bordoloi began his career in advertising
as a copywriter and climbed the ladder to become
the Creative Director at Ogilvy. After his stint in
advertising, Digonta began writing his first novel
Slow… which was published in 2013. Second World
War Sandwich is his second novel, while his third,
tentatively titled Shrinking Island is in the works.
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f i c t i o n

Prisoner’s Dilemma
VISH DHAMIJA
Bipin Desai and Anuj Shastri are two friends whose
lives are as aimless as they are pointless. Together
they concoct a plan to rob a van full of cash. To their
delight they get away with the loot of over one crore
rupees. However, the police aren’t as incompetent as
they had imagined. They are arrested within days,
but the cash is nowhere to be found.
Prisoner’s Dilemma is a simple, yet extremely
successful approach used by interrogators around
the world. Senior Inspector Arfy Khan offers
separate deals – from a relaxed sentence to a
complete pardon – to both the friends, to turn one
against the other, and consequently give up the loot.
Bipin and Anuj, it seems, refuse to betray each other.
Arfy has forty-eight hours to convince one of them to go against the other. The
two friends only have to keep their calm, and the cash. Moreover, Arfy is a clumsy,
absent-minded character, and the suspects have already got lawyers. But there is one
obstacle: Arfy isn’t allowing the two friends or their lawyers to see or talk to each other.

Vish Dhamija is the bestselling author of eight crime
fiction books, including Unlawful Justice, The Mogul,
The Heist Artist, Bhendi Bazaar, Doosra and Lipstick.
He is frequently referred to in the press as the ‘master
of crime and courtroon drama’ in India. Glimpse
magazine has dubbed him ‘India’s John Grisham’ for
stimulating the nearly non-existent genre of legal
fiction in India. Vish lives in London with his wife,
Nidhi.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

The Dirty Dozen

The Untold Story of India’s Twelve Biggest Corporate Gangsters

N. SUNDARESHA SUBRAMANIAN
Over the last few years, we have increasingly
been hearing about bad debts and the significant
discrepancies between the financial health of
some companies and that of the owners of these
companies. In a world that is conscious about rising
inequalities and in a country where over half a
billion people struggle to have one square meal a
day, a few hundred promoters and their companies,
many of these politically well-connected, are doing
their best to get away with the loot.
Though there have been numerous news
articles and saturation coverage of the stressed assets
problem in financial newspapers and TV channels,
there has not been a comprehensive account that
gives the big picture putting together various aspects in this jigsaw puzzle. There is
the whole list of banks and companies and the relationships between them, which
needs closer study. This book explores the factors and players in what is essentially a
major stumbling block in the progress of the Indian economy and in turn the nation
itself. It will be of great interest to readers, especially to those interested in business,
economics, finance, governance, banking and politics.

Sundaresha Subramanian is presently an Associate
Editor with Business Standard. He has previously
worked in Hindustan Times, the Economic Times, DNA
and Mint. For the past four years, he has been based
in Delhi, writing extensively on political-corporate
nexus, corporate governance and corporate wrong
doing. He has also reported on major scams such
as National Spot Exchange (NSEL), Sahara and PACL.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Big Billion Startup
The Untold Flipkart Story

MIHIR DALAL

Winner of 2020 BBLF CK Prahalad Best Business Book Award
Shortlisted for Gaja Capital Business Book Prize 2020
‘Deeply reported’
BRAD STONE
‘Dalal’s book will go down as special’
FINANCIAL EXPRESS
‘[A] thoroughly gripping narrative ... a must-read
for every entrepreneur, every employee wishing
to work in a startup’
BUSINESS TODAY

IIT graduates Sachin Bansal and Binny Bansal
founded out of a Bangalore apartment what would
become India’s biggest e-commerce startup.
Established in October 2007, Flipkart began as an
online bookstore and soon came to be known for
its ‘customer obsession’. As the startup’s reputation
grew, so did its value, with venture capitalists in
India and abroad lining up to invest heavily in the
company that stood for bold ambition, unabashed
consumerism and the virtues of technology.
Investigative journalist Mihir Dalal recounts
the astounding story of how the Bansals built
Flipkart into a multi-billion-dollar powerhouse in
the span of a few years and made internet entrepreneurship a desirable occupation. But
it is also a story of big money, power and hubris, as both business and interpersonal
complexities weakened the founders’ control over their creation and forced them to
sell out to a retailer whose dominance they had once dreamt of emulating.
Based on extraordinary research and deep access to key characters in the Flipkart
story, Big Billion Startup is the riveting and revealing account of how Sachin and Binny
Bansal built and sold India’s largest internet company.
Mihir Dalal is a journalist with Mint,
from where he has covered Flipkart
and other internet businesses for more
than five years. He previously worked at
Reuters and CNBC TV18. He was born
and brought up in Bombay and currently
lives in Bangalore, where he has spent
most of his professional life. Big Billion
Startup is his first book.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

The Indian Contingent

The Forgotten Muslim Soldiers of Dunkirk

‘A fitting recognition of the
contribution of Dunkirk’s
forgotten soldiers’
ANAS SARWAR
‘Groundbreaking ... A riveting and
moving account’
YASMIN KHAN

GHEE BOWMAN

Ghee Bowman brings to light an omitted chapter
of the historic Battle of Dunkirk: the crucial role
played by Indian soldiers in the evacuation of the
Allies from a precarious battlefield.
On 28 May 1940, Major Akbar Khan marched
at the head of 299 soldiers along a beach in northern
France. They were the only Indians in the British
Expeditionary Force at Dunkirk. With Stuka sirens
wailing, shells falling in the water and Tommies
lining up to be evacuated, these soldiers of the
British Indian Army, carrying their disabled imam,
found their way to the East Mole and embarked for
England in the dead of night. On reaching Dover,
they borrowed brass trays and started playing
Punjabi folk music, upon which even ‘many British spectators joined in the dance’.
The Indian Contingent, through rigorous research and engrossing narration, traces
the journey that had brought these men to Europe, led them to captivity under the
Germans. A truly engaging storyteller, Ghee Bowman reveals in full, for the first time,
the astonishing story of the Indian Contingent, from their arrival in France on 26
December 1939 to their return to an India on the verge of partition.
Ghee Bowman was born in England in 1961. After careers
in the theatre, education and the voluntary sector, he
returned to university in 2014. He is married with two
daughters, and lives in Exeter. The Indian Contingent is
his first book. Ghee is a storyteller, Quaker and a leader
in the Woodcraft Folk, a voluntary youth movement for
children and young people.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Invictus
NIDHIE SHARMA
Set against the harsh and inhospitable terrain of
Arunachal, Invictus is a first-hand account of survival
against all odds.
Tawang, an Indian military base at the IndoChina border, 10,000 feet above sea level, is abuzz.
The Indian army division stationed there is scouring
the mountains frantically. The Chinese army is on
the lookout as well. Five Indian teenagers and a sixyear-old girl, all army children have been missing
since daybreak.
With the arrival of monsoons, swollen streams
are raging downwards into the Tawang Chu River.
Surrounding mountains are filled with yaks, wild
dogs, leeches, false vegetation and little else. Time
is running out; if they are not found by 1700 hours, they will be presumed dead.
Nidhie recounts that dramatic day which changed her and her friends forever
and the survival skills from the jungle which shaped all her life choices ever since.

Nidhie Sharma is a writer and director based in
Mumbai. An adventure sports enthusiast, she is
passionate about telling human stories set within
the action genre. Her deep love for music and her
connection with the audio-visual medium finds its
way into her writing. She wrote the Emmy Award
Nominated cricket-thriller web series ‘Inside Edge’
for Amazon Prime Video. Her first novel Dancing with
Demons is India’s first boxing fiction novel and slated
to be adapted into an Indian feature film.
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f i c t i o n

Lesser Lives?

Stories of Domestic Workers in India

NITIN SINHA AND PRABHAT KUMAR
The lives of domestic servants are usually buried in
the shadow of their employers. They are scattered
across places – from their employers’ homes to their
own. Do employers treat them as equals, or do they
act as ‘masters’ to their ‘servants’? With the growing
urbanization of India, domestic service has become
a necessary part of life. Do we know enough about
the lives of servants? These stories tell us about the
good and the bad, the real and the imagined aspects
of the lives of these servants and in doing so provide
a critique of the worldview of their employers.
Nitin Sinha and Prabhat Kumar bring together the
stories of celebrated writers including Premchand,
Manto, Mahadevi Varma, Benipuri, Bhisham Sahni
and others, on the question of the treatment of servants. Most of these stories have
been translated for the first time in English from Hindi or Urdu, to bring to the
readers varied depictions of the tenuous and unequal relationship between masters
and mistresses and their servants and maids.
Nitin Sinha is Senior Research Fellow at ZMO, Berlin.
He was principal investigator of the three-year project
(2015–18), Domestic Servants in Colonial South Asia,
which was funded by European Research Council. He
has authored a book on the history of transport and
communication in colonial India and co-edited two
volumes on the history of domestic servants. He has
recently won a prestigious ERC Consolidator Grant
for his next project on the social history of time in
South Asia.
Prabhat Kumar is Assistant Professor at Centre
for the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi. He
has taught history at Presidency University, Kolkata.
His areas of research interest are literary, visual and
cultural history of North India.
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Kunti

Sati Series 2

KORAL DASGUPTA
In the second book of the Sati series, Koral
Dasgupta delves into the life of Kunti. A dutiful
wife and a devoted mother, she is a revered figure
in the Mahabharata.
In the Sati series, Koral Dasgupta explores the
lives of the Pancha Kanyas from Indian mythology,
all of whom had partners other than their husbands
and yet are revered as the most enlightened women,
whose purity of mind precedes over the purity of
body. The five books of the Sati series reinvent these
women and their men, in the modern context with
a feminist consciousness.

Koral Dasgupta is an author, painter, entrepreneur
and professor. She is a compulsive storyteller and has
authored four books which include three fiction and a
non-fiction on Bollywood. Her fourth book has been
optioned for screen adaptation. She is the founder
of www.tellmeyourstory.biz, a story ecosystem led
by crowd-sourced narratives. She consults with
educational and corporate organizations on content
and communication projects. Koral is recognized in
the list of Innovator25 Asia-Pacific 2019 prepared by
The Holmes Report.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

Descent into Paradise

A Journalist’s Account of the Maldives

DANIEL BOSLEY
Descent into Paradise is a riveting, deeply insightful
first-hand account of life in the Maldives based on
British postman-turned-journalist Daniel Bosley’s
experiences living and working in the island nation
for the past seven years. This journalistic travelogue
takes a look at the unique country and its culture
that are at risk of being drowned beneath a deluge
brought on not just by climate change, but also a
bloody, destructive kleptocracy and an insatiable
tourism industry.
With growing polarisation of the Maldives’
international image as a dream destination vs a
political pariah state, the fight for the country’s
identity is raging, meaning a closer study of
Maldivian society during this crucial period of its history is well overdue. Bosley
moves beyond the narrow understanding of the Maldives and provides a deeper
sense of what this unusual country is, was and may become through the experiences
of someone who has lived there and gained an insider’s perspective. An absorbing
and personal account of Maldives as a tropical autocracy, this book will shock and
fascinate you in equal measure.

Daniel Bosley is a British writer and journalist who has
spent nearly a decade covering politics in the Maldives.
He has been the editor of Maldives Independent and
runs a blog about the country called Two Thousand
Isles, with his wife Naj, a photographer.
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n o n - f i c t i o n

First Fuel
S. PADMANABHAN
In the age of climate change and the growing
cacophony about energy and its conservation, there
is very little accessible literature about energy visà-vis India.
The age of coal is nearly over, and so is that
of oil. Our rivers cannot support power generation
for the far term. How we got here from 30 GW of
power in 1950 to 380 GW in 2020; how we moved
from fifteen percent coal efficiency to ninety-five
percent and accomplished many significant shifts in
energy efficiency is part of this fascinating history
for anyone who wants to gain a lucid understanding of India’s energy journey. To
know the future, today’s professionals must go back to the origins and the lessons
of the past.
First Fuel takes you back to the Nehruvian years of idealism and patriotism (‘Save
Fuel, Save the Nation’) to the decades industry battled to enhance bottom lines, to
the current times when climate change and the natural resource crunch are pushing
a new agenda of technology and market-driven thrusts for energy efficiency. This
book grapples with the challenges that the last five decades presented and presents
a viable blueprint for the future.

Padu S. Padmanabhan walked into India’s first oil
shock of 1973 as a young researcher at the National
Productivity Council. After a decade at USAID India and
another at the World Bank in Washington DC, he spent
the post-liberalisation years designing some of India’s
finest bilateral programmes with the US, that leveraged
over a billion dollars in developmental investments.
He presided over the South Asia Regional Initiative
on Energy (SARI-E). He is the recipient of numerous
awards including the Global Clean Energy Award in
2007 by the Swiss-based Transatlantic 21 and the
Energy Manager of the Year 2019 by the Association
of Energy Engineers (AEE), USA.
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